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the country, seeking to introduce them into the other
world with joy and rejoicing, simply because they view
their death by the public sentence of the law as an
atonement for all their transgressions."

The third of the chief castes is the Vaishya. This
comprises the merchant, agriculturalist, and keeper of
cattle. This caste, springing from the thigh of Brahma,
is naturally inferior both to the Brahman and Kshatriya.
After performing the initiatory sacraments, ending with
that of receiving the sacrificial thread, and marrying a
wife, he should be attentive to his own proper work,
which is chiefly that of keeping cattle; for God has
committed cattle to Vaishya's care, as He has committed
men to the care of the Brahman and Kshatriya. He
must study the various branches of the subjects which
tend to make him a good farmer or merchant

The fourth class is the Sudra, or servant's caste, which
is said to have sprung from the feet of Brahma. As the
Sudra has been created especially to minister to the
comfort of the three higher castes, of course his duty
lies in doing anything and everything that will in any
way tend to their well-being. He is spoken of as a slave,
his property, as well as his person, being at the disposal
of his master. His religious degradation, too., is complete.
According to Manu, a Brahman is forbidden to give
advice or even food to a Sudra, for the ghi having been
offered to the gods, must not be eaten by him. Further,
the Brahman must not give "spiritual counsel to him/'
nor inform him of the legal expiation of his sin. He
who declares the law to a servile man, and he who
instructs him in the mode of expiating sin, sinks with
that very man into hell. A Brahman should never be the
guru of a Sudra. " While the first part of a Brahman's
name should indicate holiness, that of a Kshatriya's